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one in each circuit
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for reproducing it for
the Churches.
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“I wonder how we shall remember Christmas 2009?
| have to admit that | don't always remember Christmas for very Christmassy reasons. Some-
times it is things to do with home or family. For example, 1995 was the Christmas we got a
new cooker. It was delivered at the beginning of December. Eventually someone came to dis-
connect the old one on the morning of Christmas Eve, which seemed like good news, but wasn’t
so good at 3.00 in the afternoon when still no one had come to connect the new one. They did
come eventually - but not until very late.

Or | remember Christmas 1988. My wife, Liz, was pregnant and our baby was due in the middle
of March. But then, just after Christmas, Liz went into hospital and our son, Joe, arrived two
months early. When they came home at the beginning of March, I'd been so busy going to
work, taking family members hospital visiting, doing the washing and so on, that the Christmas
decorations were still up. Or 1980, when my mum, who was housebound, asked to be taken out
Christmas shopping on the last weekend in October. She bought and wrapped all our presents.
The next day she contracted pneumonia and she died on the Monday. We opened her presents
on Christmas Day. Many people associate Christmas with the death of someone special to them.

Other memories relate to work. In my first Circuit | was chaplain to an open prison for women.
One Christmas we took a small group from the prison carol singing around the local village.
Unfortunately, when we got back the group was one short!

So, many Christmas memories don’t seem to have much to do with the Christmas story itself.
They’re not about the carols or the Christmas Day sermon, but about things - happy and sad -
that were going on in our lives and the world at the time. Who will ever forget Christmas 2004,
when, in the middle of the season of goodwill, the tsunami struck?

But that is part of the paradox of this time of the year. On the one hand is the Christmas story,
which we like hearing again and again. On the other hand we have the real world; things going
on for us, our neighbours and friends; things on the news, new cookers not turning up, people
in prison, people being born too soon, people being ill, or dying. The real world.

But that’s the whole point! Christmas is actually much more about the real world than it is about
a lovely story of far off places in far off times.

It's about a young unmarried mother. And our country has the highest rate of teenage pregnan-
cies in the European Union. It’s about a homeless couple and their young child out in the cold.
Look on the streets of our cities. Think of the television pictures of refugees.

It's about shepherds who didn't go to church and weren't all that respectable being there to wit-
ness how God was doing something new - while the churchgoers and the religious leaders
weren't there.

It's about wise men looking for a new king and finding him not in a palace but behind a pub.

It’s about Mary and Joseph having to escape with their baby, as sanctuary seekers. Who is to
say they wouldn’t have been desperate enough to hide themselves in the back of a lorry coming
through the channel tunnel in their attempt to save their precious son? And what kind of a wel-
come would they have received here in 21st Century Britain? And for those who didn’t escape,
it's about innocent children being brutally killed. You don’t get much more real than that! And
for Bethlehem in 2009 you could also read Baghdad or Afghanistan.

Christmas is about the real world - as we know it. And it’s in that real world - at times very
cruel, painful and dangerous - that God acts. Not in heaven. Not even in the temple. But right
in the middle of human life at its toughest. People being born, people dying, people on the run,
people with nowhere to go, people for whom there is no room.

Remember the meaning of the name Immanuel in Isaiah’s prophecy? God is with us. That's the
central part of the Christmas message. God is with us. And behind and within the lovely
Christmas story is the truth of God with us in our world and in our lives. In good parts and bad,
joys and pains, hopes and fears. Remember, too, that some people won’t be able to suspend
normal life for a few days over Christmas. If you are literally starving; if you are a refugee or a
sanctuary seeker; if you are a child being abused in your own home, worried sick that your
dad’s going to be around more over the next few days - you can’t suspend normal life, however
much you’d like to.

If the gospel is really the good news it claims to be (and | believe it is) then it has to be good
news for the hungry, the hurting, the oppressed, the abused. Good news. God is with us.

Sharing that good news is a huge challenge - but it’s also our great joy. God be with you.”
DAVID GAMBLE



Cumbria Appeal

by the Mission in Britain Fund of the Methodist Church

Only now, when people are returning to their homes and businesses, is the true extent of the devastation in Cumbria
coming to light. Environment Secretary Hilary Benn said, “About 1,300 properties were flooded in Cumbria, more than
1,000 lost electricity and 12,000 lost their phone lines. Six bridges have collapsed due to the force of the water.” The
Association of British Insurers have estimated damage in excess of £100m just to property and contents, while the

cost of rebuilding roads and bridges will come to a similar figure.

A large number of people have lost everything. Of those not covered by insurance, many are
already on the poverty line and cannot afford to replace even the most basic items lost in
the flooding. For others - those who were not insurable after the last floods two years ago -
it has been a double blow. In situations like this, the people

most in need are often the worst placed to get help from statutory bodies like local authori- |
ties. That’s where we, as a Church, can make all the difference.

Our mission is to be Christ to our neighbours, especially at times like this. Churches To-

gether in Cumbria is already working to help the worst affected and, with the Methodist
Church as an active member, we are able to make the best use of funds where they
are most urgently needed.

As this appeal goes out, we hear that more heavy rain is expected. The need to
provide even the most basic

amenities such as shelter, food and clothing is urgent.

I Please consider giving to our mission work so close to home. Cheques should be
made out to ‘The Methodist

Church Mission in Britain Fund’, marked ‘Cumbria Appeal’ and sent to the address below. If you would like us to claim
Gift Aid on your donation or require a receipt, please provide us with your full name and

address. Alternatively you can donate online at www.justgiving.co.uk/mcfhomemission.
May God bless you as you prayerfully consider supporting this appeal
David Bennett

Fundraising Coordinator

The Methodist Church

25 Marylebone Road

London

NWT 5JR

Email: missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk

Tel: 020 7486 5502

Registered Charity Number 1132208

Images used with kind permission of Cumbrian Newspapers Ltd, Carlisle



Former BBC newsreader appointed as "chaplain to older people” in Alton
Broadcaster Debbie Thrower becomes the country's first Simeon Chaplain

Broadcaster Debbie Thrower has been appointed by Churches in Alton as the new "chaplain to older people". The
appointment has been funded by The Simeon Trust through The Greater Alton Project or GAP, a partnership of Angli-
can and Methodist Churches in the town.

Working as Simeon Chaplain, Debbie will be concerned for the spiritual welfare of people in residential care and shel-
tered accommodation in Alton. She is the first Simeon Chaplain in the country.

The Simeon Trust was founded to promote the spiritual welfare of older people and it is intended that more chap-
lains will be appointed in other parts of the UK. In the Bible, Simeon was the elderly man who first discerned that Je-
sus, who was then just a baby being brought by his parents to the Temple, was the Son of God and long-hoped for
Saviour (Luke 2: 25-35).

"Hope is what the new job is all about," said Debbie, who is also a lay minister (or Reader) in the Church of England.
"l seek to come alongside not only older people but also their relatives, carers and staff working in residential care. It
is the clearest possible message from the churches I'll represent that older people matter."

Debbie, 52, is a former BBC national newsreader, presenter of
South Today and was for many years one of the best known
faces in the region presenting ITV's "Meridian Tonight" with
Fred Dinenage.

"It is a fresh challenge for me and it is a great privilege to be
taking on this representative role for the congregations who are
demonstrating their commitment to help people at a time in
their lives which can be beset with difficulties," she said.

"As health fails, fears can grow and a chaplain comes alongside
people to bring reassurance and hope that the God of love is
with us at all stages of our life."

Debbie, who starts as chaplain in January, will be using her
married surname Thompson.

"l hope to combine this part-time work with my other freelance broadcasting projects working as Debbie Thrower,
and | am very excited by the opportunity to become an advocate for older people,” she added. "It is pioneering work
in many ways, and it is the dream that Simeon chaplains will become commonplace in communities across the coun-
try. The need for it is immense, especially with a growing older population.”

Revd Canon Peter Doores, who is the Priest in Charge at St Lawrence Church, said: "We are pleased to appoint Debbie
as Simeon Chaplain. It has been our aspiration for some time to offer older people better spiritual support and help
them to continue to make important contributions to the life of our local community."

"Debbie has both knowledge and experience of the changing needs of the elderly," said Revd Keith Underhill from
Alton Methodist Church. "Her journalistic background is a bonus that will make her a valuable asset to this pioneering
post."

Since leaving ITV Meridian earlier this year, Debbie has returned to her former station BBC Radio Solent as guest pre-
senter. She fronted a weekday show on BBC Radio 2 for five years in the 90's and regularly appeared on BBC 1's
"Songs of Praise.”

Six years ago she began the three year training to be a Reader, licensed to preach, teach and lead worship, gaining a
Certificate of Christian Theology and Ministry from the University of Winchester. She is married with two teenage chil-
dren and lives near Alresford.



Page 4 An Evening of Gospel Music with Jonathan Nowell

7.30pm Thursday 22nd April 2010 Tickets £7 (Concessions £5) Lincoln Drill Hall To book tickets: Call Box Office 01522
873894 Book online: http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?
agency=LINCOLN&organ_val=29767&schedule=list

On sale Dec 1st 2009

Thursday 22 April ® 7.30pm
An Evening of Gospel Music with Jonathan Nowell

BACK TO THE PAST FOR EPWORTH OLD RECTORY

Imaginative plans to restore one of North Lincolnshire’s most highly popular tourist attractions - to how it looked
when first built 300 years ago - have been announced.

They are for the Old Rectory in Epworth, which was built in 1709, and as a museum now attracts visitors from around
the world - as it was the birthplace of John and Charles Wesley, the founders of the Methodist Church.

Epworth’s Old Rectory has submitted an application for listed building consent and planning permission to North Lin-
colnshire Council to carry out the work, which is intended to open up the entire house to how it would have looked in
1716. The outcome of the planning application will be known in mid-January 2010.

“This is a very exciting time for The Old Rectory,” said curator Claire Potter. “If everything we have planned is ap-
proved we’ll have a visitors’ attraction second to none,” she added.

The plans call for current visitor facilities will be moved out of the Old Rectory into a brand new purpose built visitors’
centre, containing the museum shop, a new café, and other facilities.

Then the Old Rectory will be restored to how it might have been around the year 1716. Part of the plans are to im-
prove access with ramps to the entrances and a lift to enable everyone to see all three floors of the elegant Queen
Anne house which contains such a rich history.

Many rooms will be returned to how they would have been when the Wesley family lived at the Rectory with period
furniture, furnishings and artefacts, which will tell the stories of their lives.

The recent discovery of early 18th century wallpaper has generated much excitement and it is planned to recreate the
wallpaper in the room where it was found.

There will also be new spaces for changing exhibitions so that visitors will be able to see more of the items in the
museum collection.

The new visitor centre will also open into a proposed new orchard, containing tree species, which were known in the
early 18th century, and the car park will be redesigned and extended.

The Trustees of Epworth’s Old Rectory have consulted widely prior to the submission of the planning application and
are hopeful of a positive result.

Anyone who would like to become involved with the Old Rectory, or if they would like more information, please can
visit its website at www.epwortholdrectory.org.uk or telephone 01482 872268.



http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?agency=LINCOLN&organ_val=29767&schedule=list
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The Rocking Song

Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir; We will lend a coat of fur, We will rock you, rock you, rock you, We will rock
you, rock you, rock you:

Fur is no longer appropriate wear for small infants, both due to risk of allergy to animal fur, and for ethical reasons.
Therefore faux fur, a nice cellular blanket or perhaps micro-fleece material should be considered a suitable alterna-
tive. Please note, only persons who have been subject to a Criminal Records Bureau check and have enhanced clear-
ance will be permitted to rock baby Jesus. Persons must carry their CRB disclosure with them at all times and be pre-
pared to provide three forms of identification before rocking commences.

Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow In a one horse open sleigh O’er the fields we go Laughing all the way

A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is considered safe for members of the public to travel on.
The risk assessment must also consider whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, particu-
larly if passengers are of larger proportions. Please note, permission must be gained from landowners before entering
their fields. To avoid offending those not participating in celebrations, we would request that laughter is moderate
only and not loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance.

While Shepherds Watched
While shepherds watched Their flocks by night All seated on the groundNThe angel of the Lord came down And glory
shone around

The union of Shepherd’s has complained that it breaches health and safety regulations to insist that shepherds watch
their flocks without appropriate seating arrangements being provided, therefore benches, stools and orthopaedic
chairs are now available. Shepherds have also requested that due to the inclement weather conditions at this time of
year that they should watch their flocks via cctv cameras from centrally heated shepherd observation huts. Please
note, the angel of the lord is reminded that before shining his / her glory all around she / he must ascertain that all
shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of filtering out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.

Little Donkey
Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load

The RSPCA have issued strict guidelines with regard to how heavy a load that a donkey of small stature is permitted
to carry, also included in the guidelines is guidance regarding how often to feed the donkey and how many rest
breaks are required over a four hour plodding period. Please note that due to the increased risk of pollution from the
dusty road, Mary and Joseph are required to wear face masks to prevent inhalation of any airborne particles. The don-
key has expressed his discomfort at being labelled ‘little’ and would prefer just to be simply referred to as Mr. Don-
key. To comment upon his height or lack thereof may be considered an infringement of his equine rights.

We Three Kings

We three kings of Orient are Bearing gifts we traverse afar ;Field and fountain, moor and mountain Following yonder
star

Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable - as it may be redeemed at a later date through such organisa-

tions as ‘cash for gold’ etc, gifts of frankincense and myrrh are not appropriate due to the potential risk of oils and

fragrances causing allergic reactions. A suggested gift alternative would be to make a donation to a worthy cause in
the recipients name or perhaps give a gift voucher.

We would not advise that the traversing kings rely on navigation by stars in order to reach their destinations and sug-
gest the use of AA routefinder or satellite navigation, which will provide the quickest route and advice regarding fuel
consumption. Please note as per the guidelines from the RSPCA for Mr Donkey, the camels carrying the three kings of
Orient will require regular food and rest breaks. Facemasks for the three kings are also advisable due to the likeli-
hood of dust from the camels hooves.

Rudolph the red nosed reindeer
Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer had a very shiny nose. And if you ever saw him, you would even say it glows.

You are advised that under the Equal Opportunities for All policy, it is inappropriate for persons to make comment
with regard to the ruddiness of any part of Mr. R. Reindeer. Further to this, exclusion of Mr R Reindeer from the Rein-
deer Games will be considered discriminatory and disciplinary action will be taken against those found guilty of this
offence. A full investigation will be implemented and sanctions - including suspension on full pay - will be considered
whilst this investigation takes place.

Anonymous [ With thanks to Rev Tony Miles Blog—Mayb2day http://www.tonymiles.co.uk/blog/]


http://www.tonymiles.co.uk/blog/?p=868

FAITHWALKERS
www.burtonroadmethodist.org.uk

New Years greetings to you all from the Faithwalkers team leaders. We are delighted to have the programme of walks
for 2010 including our fundraiser for the local charity St. Barnabas Hospice Lincoln, which provides a very valuable to
service to the community.

We have walks Once a month up until March and Starting in April until the end of September we have two a month,
the dates are as published and are the Second Saturday and the Fourth Saturday of each month , come rain or shine.
Please feel free to come and join with us and have a healthy day out.

ALL WALKS DEPART FROM OUTSIDE BURTON ROAD METHODIST CHURCH LINCOLN @ 9:30AM UNLESS STATED OTHER-
WISE. PLEASE READ THE PROGRAMME OF WALKS FOR ALL DEPARTURE TIMES AS SOME WILL VARY.

PLEASE ALWAYS FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE!

9th January - North Scarle & South Clifton & the Trent, 5 miles walking time including refreshment break 3% hours.
13th February - Harpswell & Blyborough, 6 miles walking time including refreshment break 42 hours.

13th March - Temple Bruer, 6 miles walking time including refreshment break 4 hours.

10th April - Gringlby on the Hill, Clayworth & Drakeholes, 7/ miles walking time including refreshment break 5
hours.

24th April - Martin & Blankney Wood, 7 miles, walking time including refreshment break 43 hours.

8th May - Derbyshire, Cromford Canal & High Peak Trail, 8 miles, walking time includingrefreshment break 6 hours.
The departure time from outside Burton Road Methodist Church will be8:30am for this walk.

22nd May - Ashby cum Fenby 7}2 miles walking time including refreshment break 5 hours.

12th June - Cabourne to Laceby 7% miles, walking time including refreshment break 5 hours.

26th June - Nottinghamshire, Rufford Park 6 miles, walking time including refreshment break 4 hours.

This walk is Mobility Friendly if you stay on the main routes within the park.

10th July - Alkborough & Whitton 7%2 miles, walking time including refreshment break 5 hours.

24th July - Bus Walk, Navenby to Lincoln 62 miles, walking time including refreshment break 4 hours.

Arrangements will be announced when bus times are checked nearer the time.

14th August - Tetford & Bluestone Heath, 6 - 7miles, walking time including refreshment break 3%z - 4 hours.

28th August - Woodhall Spa 5 - 6 miles, walking time including refreshment break 33 hours.

This walk is Mobility Scooter Friendly

11th September - Kinderscout from Snake Inn 6%2 miles, walking time including refreshment break 4% hours.

The departure time from outside Burton Road Methodist Church will be 8:30am for this walk.

25th September - St. Barnabas Fundraising walk.

The Tennyson Challenge! Details for this walk will be finalised and

released later. If you intend to take part in this fundraising walk you

will need to register with us By August 30th.

9th October - Frieston Shore 6% miles, walking time including refreshment break 4 hours.

13th October (Wednesday) - This year we have decided to include the date for Faithwalkers meal as part of the pro-
gramme. We thought we would use Woodcocks again because access and parking are easy and the food and service is
good. Time 7:30pm, you will need to let Glenn know if you will be at the meal by 28th September.

22nd October (FRIDAY) - Night Walk (Yes it will be Dark) Burton Rd, West Common and the Fossdyke 6 miles, walking
time 3 hours. Departure time from Burton Road Methodist Church 7:00pm.

13th November - Welton & Hackthorne 6% miles, walking time including refreshment break 3% hours.

December - Sorry there will not be a Walk in December 2010.

1st January 2011 - The Turkey Buster Walk! Hartsholme Country Park, meet outside the wardens office @ 1:00pm.

Something to Think About!

Some of us have been talking about doing some long distance walking, which is not part of the Programme. This
would be say 3 days walking and staying in either YHA or B&Bs, if you are interested then please contact me, Glenn
on 01522 530150 as soon as possible. Contact Details

Glenn: 01522 530150 Email: glennbeaumont@tiscali.co.uk

Mark: 01522 806784Email: faithwalkers@burtonroadmethodist.org.uk

Picures: http://picsaweb.google.com/Faithwalkers.Lincoln Find us on

Facebook



The Forge Project: Christmas Appeal 2009

The Forge Project was started as a drop-in centre by New Brumby Methodist Church
members on their premises in 1996.

Between 1996 and 2005, we became a circuit-based project run as a Methodist charity
and in 2005 we registered a company limited by guarantee. Our own charity application
is with the charity commission.

P T We employ people in 5 posts and run various projects as part of our work:
oppovtunity fo‘( okmt@e The Celia Wadsworth Child Contact Centre

A drop-in day centre for vulnerable people including those who are homeless and socially excluded
Older people’s lunches

Food parcel requisitions

Links with schools

Work experience placements

Social Work student placements

Christmas Day drop-in and dinner with all the trimmings

Children’s work

Due to the nature of the work we do, we are always looking for funding to sustain the project. Although we are do-
ing all we can to raise funds and are proactive in our work, we are struggling financially as we are unable to raise
funds through grants at present until our charity application is processed and we have that magical number funders
like to see.

In order to maintain the level of service provision in the drop-in day centre, we need to be able to raise enough
funds (approximately £3,000 a month) to sustain existing staff and services and we are therefore asking churches,
businesses and individuals to help us raise at least a further 3 months income (between £9,000 and £20 million!!!)
to help tide us over until we have our charity number and can apply for full grants.

Donations can be made as follows:

Cheques: The Forge Project Ltd.

Bank account transfers: Yorkshire Bank, Scunthorpe, cheque account number 28564773,
sort code 050752

Cash donations: Visit us at New Brumby Methodist Church, Cottage Beck Rd,
Scunthorpe, DN16 1 UB

Sponsorships: Call us to chat or drop in for a visit.

With every blessing to you for this season of joy and peace
Deacon Laura MacBean, Executive Director



Pete Brady appointed new full time Youth President
Last month, the Methodist Youth Assembly appointed Pete Brady from Bradford, aged 23,

as its president.

Pete will be the Methodist youth president, working full-time for one year to serve the
young people of the Methodist Church in Britain, making their voices heard and helping
them to get more involved in every aspect of Church life. The youth president is a paid
post as part of the Children and Youth Team of the Methodist Church in Britain.

“It's a real honour being appointed to this role,” said Pete. "Ensuring the voices of young
people are heard within our Church is something that | have felt passionately about for a

long time and it's amazing to be given the opportunity to be that voice for young people
across the country. My aim for the year is to be easily accessible to young people across the Connexion, to voice
their opinions and represent them to the very best of my ability in everything | do."

Attendance at the Youth Assembly increased by 75% from last year. Over 200 11-23 year-olds gathered at the

Ushaw Conference Centre in Durham to take part in a programme designed by young people for young people.

Methodists respond to loss of jobs at Redcar's Corus steelworks
The chair of the Darlington District, the Revd Ruth Gee, has written the following prayer for about to lose their jobs

at the Corus steel plant in Redcar.
The prayer can also be easily adapted by other churches to include people in their local community, who are being
made redundant.

Jesus, born in unsettled times,
in the darkness of uncertainty
guide us with your light.

Jesus, born in the stable dirt,
in the mess of human plans

re-assure us with your presence.

Jesus, Prince of Peace - Help us find peace.
Jesus, Hope of the world - Give us hope.
Jesus. Emmanuel - God with us.

In the name of Jesus,

the Methodist people of the North East are praying with
and for all connected with Corus in this time of uncertainty.
Amen.

E-Link is sent on behalf of the Lincoln & Grimsby Methodist District by the Communications Office
Bob Lawe 27 Ryde Avenue Hull Hu5 1Q@dbert.lawe@Igmethodistdistrict.org.uk or lgcommunications@msn.com

Please note that some of you may receive this and other mailings from a Karoo e mail addi@$dease do not reply or use thisddress
as it is for mail delivery only

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the official views of the Methodist Church or of the Lincolnnds@riMethod-
ist District and no inferred support for any of the items or organisations should be taken as granted. Newsletter © 2009 &limé:
Grimsby Methodist Distric® All rights reserved.
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